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LIFT THE BAN! 
Alison Bodine Lift the Ban 10,000 Petition Drive 

 
Da te :      
 
 
To  the  Honorable  Diane  F in ley ,  Min i s ter  o f  C i t i zensh ip  & Immigrat ion:  
 
Al i son  Bod ine  i s  a  US  c i t i zen ,  i s  co -cha i r  and  spokespe r son  o f  Vancou ver  an t iw ar  
coa l i t i on  Mobi l i za t ion  Aga in s t  War  and  Occupa t ion  (M AWO) ,  fo r  t h r ee  yea r s  was  the  
p res id en t  o f  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Br i t i sh  Co lu mb ia ’ s  Coa l i t i on  Aga ins t  War  o n  th e  Peop le  o f  
I r aq  and  In t e rna t iona l ly  (CAWOPI)  and  was  a  l ong- t ime  execu t ive  co mmi t t ee  member  o f  
the  UBC Soc ia l  Jus t i ce  Cen te r .  She  i s  a l so  a  p ro min en t  a c t iv i s t  i n  so l id a r i ty  wi th  Cub a ,  
and  i s  a  s uppor t e r  o f  immigran t  and  r e fugee  r igh t s  i n  Canada  and  in  the  US .  
 
Nea r  midn igh t ,  Thur sday  Sep tember  13 ,  2007  A l i son  Bod ine  was  un jus t ly  a r r e s t ed  by  the  
Canada  Borde r  S e r v ices  Agency  and  de ta ined  by  the  RCMP when  she  wen t  vo lun ta r i ly  to  
the  US-Canada  bo r de r  to  p ick  up  p r ev ious ly  de t a ined  po l i t i ca l  ma te r i a l s  and  o the r  i t ems .  
A l i son  has  no t  done  any th ing  i l l ega l ,  and  has  c ros sed  the  bo rde r  many  t imes  wi th  no  
inc iden t .  In  he r  fou r  yea r s  a s  a  s tuden t  a t  t he  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Br i t i sh  Co lumbia  Al i s on  
Bod ine  has  neve r  been  s topped  o r  s ea rched  when  en te r ing  Canada .  She  has  no  c r imina l  
r eco rd  o r ,  fo r  t ha t  ma t t e r ,  any  r eco rd  o f  wrongdo ing  wha t s oeve r  in  Canada  o r  t he  US .   
 
On  Oc tobe r  31 s t ,  t h e  I mmigra t ion  and  Refugee  Board  o f  Canada  uphe ld  the  Canada  Borde r  
Se rv ices  Agency’ s  cha r ge  o f  mis rep r esen ta t ion  aga ins t  A l i son  Bod ine .  Th i s  r e su l t ed  in  
the  i s su ing  o f  an  exc lus ion  o r de r  aga ins t  he r ,  wh ich  o rde r s  he r  banned  f rom Canada  fo r  2  
yea r s .  The  Fede ra l  Cour t  o f  Canada  den ied  he r  app l i ca t ion  fo r  a  s t ay  in  Canada  wh i l e  a  
Fede ra l  Cour t  r ev iews  the  dec i s i on  on  he r  case .  On  November  17 t h  2007  the  exc lus ion  
o rde r  and  2  yea r  ban  took  e f f ec t  and  Al i son  was  fo rced  to  l eave  Canada .  
 
The  ha ras smen t  o f  A l i son ,  he r  a r r e s t ,  t he  cha rges  aga in s t  he r ,  and  he r  r emova l  f r o m 
Canad a  i s  a  v io l a t ion  o f  t he  demo cra t i c  and  human  r igh t s  o f  i nd iv idua l s  t o  o rgan ize  and  
expres s  the i r  po l i t i ca l  v i ew s  peace fu l ly .  Th i s  i s  a  v io l a t ion  o f  t he  r igh t  t o  f r ee  speech ,  
and  den ia l  o f  t he  r i gh t s  o f  immigran t s ,  r e fugees ,  peop le  wi thou t  s t a tus  and  non- re s iden t s  
i n  Canada .  The  t a rge t ing  o f  A l i son  Bod ine  by  the  Canada  Borde r  Se rv ices  Agency  was  
po l i t i ca l ly  mo t iv a t ed  an d  un jus t .   
 
I  am  appea l ing  to  you ,  a s  Fede ra l  Min i s t e r  o f  C i t i zensh ip  & Immigra t ion ,  t o  l i f t  t he  2  
yea r  ban  aga ins t  A l i son  Bod ine  and  r e s to re  he r  r igh t  to  f r ee ly  t r ave l  be tween  the  US  and  
Canad a .  
 
S ince re ly ,   
( s igna tu r e )______________________________________  

(name)  ______________________________________  

( a f f i l i a t i ons ,  fo r  i den t i f i ca t ion  pu rpos es  on ly )  _____________________________                     
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